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Scriptural References about Immigrants/Aliens/Foreigners 

Our appreciation goes to Rev. Owen Ross for compiling the majority of these Biblical 
passages. 

Exodus 22:21 - "Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for you were aliens in Egypt.  

Exodus 23:9 - "Do not oppress an alien; you yourselves know how it feels to be aliens, 
because you were aliens in Egypt. 

Leviticus 19:10 - Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes 
that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the Lord your God. (see 
also Le 23:22) 

  
Leviticus 19:33-34 - "'When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him. 
The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as 
yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your God. 

  
Leviticus 24:22 - You are to have the same law for the alien and the native-born. I am 
the Lord your God.'"  

  
Numbers 15:15 - The community is to have the same rules for you and for the alien 
living among you; this is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You and the 
alien shall be the same before the Lord. 

  
Deuteronomy 10:18 - He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves 
the alien, giving him food and clothing. 

  
Deuteronomy 23:7 - Do not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. Do not abhor 
an Egyptian, because you lived as an alien in his country.  

  
Deuteronomy 24:14 -Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, 
whether he is a brother Israelite or an alien living in one of your towns.  

  
Deuteronomy 24:17-21 -Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice, or take 
the cloak of the widow as a pledge. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the 
Lord your God redeemed you from there. That is why I command you to do this. When 
you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave 
it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in 
all the work of your hands. When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over the 
branches a second time. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. 
When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave 
what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.  

  
  



 Project Matthew 28:20 
 TexasChristians.org  

Deuteronomy 26:12 - When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your 
produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, 
the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied. Then 
say to the Lord your God: "I have removed from my house the sacred portion and have 
given it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, according to all you 
commanded. I have not turned aside from your commands nor have I forgotten any of 
them.  

  
Deuteronomy 27:19 - "Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the 
fatherless or the widow." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

  
Psalm 146:9 - The Lord watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the 
widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
 
Isaiah 16:3-5 "Hide the outcasts; betray not the wanderer. Let my outcasts, the 
outcasts of Moab, live with you; be a refuge to them from the face of the plunderer; for 
the extortioner is at an end, the plunderer ceases, the oppressors are consumed out of 
the land." 
  
Jeremiah 22:3 - This is what the Lord says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the 
hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the 
alien, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place. 

  
Jeremiah 7:5-7 - If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each 
other justly, if you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed 
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm, 
7 then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your forefathers for ever and 
ever. 

  
Ezekiel 22:29 -   The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they 
oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the alien, denying them justice.  

  
Zecheriah 7:10 -   Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In 
your hearts do not think evil of each other.'  

  
Matthew 2:13-15 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there 
until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." So he got up, took 
the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the 
death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out 
of Egypt I called my son."  
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Matthew 25:31-46 " When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say 
to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. ’Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 
“Jesus will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and 
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in 
prison and you did not look after me.’ 
  
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
 
 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for me.’ 
  
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
  
Luke 10:25-37 When Jesus was asked, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus told the story 
of an foreigner, a Samaritan.  

  
Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Galatians 5:14 - For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 

  
  

 
 

 


